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• Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) should be listed as “most likely to benefit” 
• Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) should be listed as “likely to benefit” 
• Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) should be removed from the list 
 
Rationale 
 
Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) is the most abundant waterfowl species that overwinters in the 
coastal estuaries of the NCCSR (e.g. as many as 8000 in Tomales Bay). It was used as a 
model species for conducting waterfowl evaluations of proposed MPA arrays in the NCCSR, 
and should be listed as most likely to benefit. 
 
Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) was mistakenly listed as “most likely to benefit” instead of the 
similar Greater Scaup. However, Lesser Scaup abundance still warrants its inclusion on the 
species likely to benefit list, but it should not be listed as a species most likely to benefit. 
 
Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) overwinters in coastal estuaries of the NCCSR, but 
their numbers are too low to justify inclusion on the species likely to benefit list. 
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