
Existing State
Marine Protected Areas

Pismo-Oceano Beach SMCA

Morro Beach SMCA
Atascadero Beach SMCA

Manchester and Arena Rock SMCA

Vandenberg SMR

Carmel Bay SMCA

Punta Gorda SMR

Julia Pfeiffer Burns SMCA

Sonoma Coast SMCA

James V. Fitzgerald SMCA

Salt Point SMCA

Big Creek SMR

Crystal Cove SMCA

Pacific Grove SMCA

Big Sycamore Canyon SMR

Point Lobos SMR

Cardiff and San Elijo SMCA

La Jolla SMCA

Niguel SMP

Mackerricher SMCA

Duxbury Reef SMCA
Farallon Islands SMCA

Point Reyes Headlands SMCA
Estero de Limantour SMCA

Refugio SMCA

Irvine Coast SMP

Bodega SMR
Fort Ross SMCA

Dana Point SMP

Doheny SMP & SMCA

Hopkins SMR

Laguna Beach SMP

Encinitas SMCA

Abalone Cove SMP

San Diego-Scripps SMCA

Point Cabrillo SMCA

Pismo SMCA

Russian Gulch SMCA

Point Fermin SMP

Del Mar Landing SMP

Heisler Park SMR

Farnsworth Bank SMCA

S. Laguna Beach SMP

Catalina MSC SMR

Van Damme SMCA

Lovers Cove SMCA

Robert E. Badham SMCA

Mia J. Tegner SMCA

Gerstle Cove SMCA

Tomales Bay SMP

Goleta Slough SMP

Marin Islands SMP

Upper Newport Bay ER

Fagan Marsh SMP

San Elijo Lagoon SMP

Peytonia Slough SMP

Bolsa Chica SMP

Batiquitos Lagoon SMP

Redwood Shores SMP
Bair Island SMP

Corte Madera Marsh SMP

Albany Mudflats SMP
Robert W. Crown SMCA

Elkhorn Slough SMR

San Dieguito Lagoon SMP

Buena Vista Lagoon SMP
Agua Hedionda SMR

Richardson Rock SMR

Gull Island SMR

Judith Rock SMR

Harris Point SMR

South Point SMR

Scorpion SMR

Carrington Point SMR

Santa Barbara Island SMR

Anacapa Island SMR & SMCA

Painted Cave SMCA

Skunk Point SMR
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California Department of Fish and Game, Marine Region October 2004

Existing State Marine Protected Areas 

State Marine Reserves (SMR) – where it is unlawful to injure, damage, take, or possess any living,

geological, or cultural marine resource, except under a permit or specific authorization from the 

Fish and Game Commission (Commission) for research, restoration, or monitoring purposes. 

State Marine Parks (SMP) – where it is unlawful to injure, damage, take, or possess any living or 

nonliving marine resource for commercial exploitation purposes.  Any human use that would 

compromise protection of the species of interest, natural community or habitat, or geological, 

cultural, or recreational features, may be restricted by the Commission.  The Commission may

permit research, monitoring, and educational activities and certain recreational harvest in a 

manner consistent with protecting resource values. 

State Marine Conservation Areas (SMCA) – where it is unlawful to injure, damage, take, or possess 

any living, geological, or cultural marine resource for commercial or recreational purposes, or a 

combination of commercial and recreational purposes except as specified. The Commission may

permit research, education, and recreational activities, and certain commercial and recreational

harvest of marine resources, provided that these uses do not compromise protection of the species 

of interest, natural community, habitat, or geological features.

Coverage of Existing MPAs 

Total State Waters Area å 3,974 Square Nautical Miles (sq. nmi.)

95.94%

2.58%

0.08%

1.40%

Non-MPA  State Water Area

State Marine Reserves

State Marine Parks

State Marine Conservation Areas

Ocean Areas

Type Number Area (sq. nmi.) Percent State Waters 

State Marine Reserve 19 102 2.58 % 

State Marine Park 11 3 0.08 % 

State Marine Conservation Area 31 55 1.40 % 

Totals 61 160 4.06 %

Estuarine Areas

Type Number Area (sq. nmi.)

State Marine Reserve 2 2

State Marine Park 15 9

State Marine Conservation Area 2 1

Totals 19 12
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Bodega State Marine Reserve

Sonoma Coast 
State Marine Conservation Area
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Hopkins State Marine Reserve

Pacific Grove
State Marine Conservation Area
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